
How to Create 
Research Students at 
Tribal Colleges



 Qualitative vs. Quantitative
 Colonization, defined as the subjugation of one group by 

another has happened to indigenous cultures all over the 
world

 Decolonization is the process of allowing those indigenous 
cultures to conduct research and live in such a way that they 
are given space to communicate and regain their culture 
from their frames of reference 

 Decolonization would allow these cultures to write their 
own history and stories so that they can try to regain their 
‘sense of self’ as communities and individuals. Learning 
from the past and dealing with the historical trauma of the 
situations faced by these cultures can never truly be 
achieved if they are still being forced to assimilated by the 
Western way of thinking. 





“Fire that is beginning to stand”

Biskanewin Ishkode

Iskowtew Kahmahch Opikik



Research

Biskanewin Ishkode courses

 Introduction to Public Health

 Statistics

Behavioral Health Facilitator 
Training



3 COURSES

Biskanewin Ishkode

(Course One)  

• Unit 1: Nowhere Left 
to Go 

• Unit 2: Rewriting our 
Story: A Hero's 
Journey 

• Unit 3: Tribal Paths to 
Recovery and Wellness

Biskanewin Ishkode

(Course Two)  

• Unit 1: The Cycle of 
Trauma and Addiction

• Unit 2: Ethnic Identity: 
Who am I as a Native 
Person? 

• Unit 3:  Bimadziwin: The 
Good Life Path

Biskanewin Ishkode

(Course Three) 

• Unit 1: Phenomenology: 
Researching Our Stories

• Unit 2:  Collecting our 
Stories

• Unit 3: Creating New 
Stories



 Test the Curriculum

 Educate students about 

historical and intergenerational 

trauma and its symptoms

 Promote resilience

 Research



Undergraduate 
Research at Stone 
Child College
Natural Resources
Geospatial 
Technology 
Capstone Projects

PROFESSIONAL CORE: 

Dept No. Course Title 
 
BIOS 

 
101 

 
General  Biology 

 
PHSX 

 
205N 

 
Fundamentals of Physics I 
 

PHSX 206N Fundamentals of Physics I Lab 
 

 
PHSX 

 
207N 

 
Fundamentals of Physics II 

 
PHSX 208N Fundamentals of Physics II Lab 

 

 
CHMY 

 
141 

 
College Chemistry I 
 

 
CHMY 

 
142 

 
College Chemistry I Lab 

 
CHMY 

 
143 

 
College  Chemistry II 
 

 
CHMY  

 
144 

 
College Chemistry II Lab 
 

 
NR 

 
131 

 
Geographic  Information systems I 

 
NR 

 
201 

 
Geographic Information systems II 

 
 
NR  

 
220 

 
GPS Principles and Practices 

 
NR 

 
290 

 
Natural Resource Management capstone 
 

Selectives General Ecology, Intro to Soils Science,  
Intro to Statistics, Calculus I, Calculus II, 
Trigonometry and Analytical Geometry, 
Biological Chemistry, Environmental 
Measurement, World and Regional 
Geography,  
Plant Biology, Earth Science 

 

Douglas Crebs: 
Natural Resources
Dept. Head



Natural Resources Capstones Projects

Provide:

 Opportunity to engage in field work

 Research, Data collection, and Presentation on 
Natural Resources Topic

 Field experience with Equipment

 One on one work with Professor or Mentors

 Application of theories and course work



Dawn Gamble

Stone Child 
College

Natural 
Resource 

Capstone 
Project



Summery of 
project:

Seasonal Plants:
Autumn –
purple/red

Spring- light 
green

Summer- dark 
green

Perennial-grow 
back year after 
year.

Echinacea-
Summer

Sweet Grass-
Summer



 Interns

 Grant Funding

 Further Development 
of the SCC research 
Garden

 Community 
involvement in 
garden projects

 Cultural workshops: 
Working with the 
land




